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November Night, Edinburgh

The night tinkles like ice in glasses.

Leaves are glued to the pavement with frost.
The brown air fumes at the shop windows,
Tries the doors, and sidles past.

5 | gulp down winter raw. The heady
Darkness swirls with tenements*.
In a brown fuzz of cottonwool
Lamps fade up crags, die into pits.

Frost in my lungs is harsh as leaves

10 Scraped up on paths. — | look up, there,
A high roof sails, at the mast-head
Fluttering a grey and ragged star.

The world’s a bear shrugged in his den.

It's snug and close in the snoring night.
15 And outside like chrysanthemums*

The fog unfolds its bitter scent.

*tenements: blocks of flats
*chrysanthemums: a type of flower

Norman MacCaig

In both ‘November Night, Edinburgh’ and ‘A London Thoroughfare. 2 A.M.” the
speakers describe attitudes towards the city at night.

What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods the poets use to
present these attitudes?
[8 marks]
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Shoulders

A man crosses the street in rain,
stepping gently, looking two times north and south,
because his son is asleep on his shoulder.

No car must splash him.
5 No car drive too near to his shadow.

This man carries the world’s most sensitive cargo
but he’s not marked.

Nowhere does his jacket say FRAGILE,
HANDLE WITH CARE.

10 His ear fills up with breathing.
He hears the hum of a boy’s dream
deep inside him.

We're not going to be able
to live in this world

15 if we're not willing to do what he’s doing
with one another.

The road will only be wide.
The rain will never stop falling.

Naomi Shihab Nye

El In ‘Shoulders’, how does the poet present ideas about the importance of protecting

and taking care of each other?

[24 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
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Choices

| go to the mountain side
of the house to cut saplings*,
and clear a view to snow
on the mountain. But when | look up,
5 saw in hand, | see a nest clutched in
the uppermost branches.
| don’t cut that one.
| don’t cut the others either.
Suddenly, in every tree,
10 an unseen nest
where a mountain
would be.

*saplings: young trees

Tess Gallagher

IZ' In both ‘Choices’” and ‘Shoulders’ the poets present ideas about protecting and taking
care of things around us.

What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods the poets use to
present these ideas?
[8 marks]
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Scaffolding

Masons, when they start upon a building,
Are careful to test out the scaffolding;

Make sure that planks won't slip at busy points,
Secure all ladders, tighten bolted joints.

5 And yet all this comes down when the job’s done
Showing off walls of sure and solid stone.

So if, my dear, there sometimes seem to be
Old bridges breaking between you and me

Never fear. We may let the scaffolds fall
10 Confident that we have built our wall.

*masons: people who make buildings from stone

Seamus Heaney

| 1 | In ‘Scaffolding’, how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings about their

relationship?

[24 marks]
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Yours

| am yours as the summer air at evening is
Possessed by the scent of linden blossoms,

As the snowcap gleams with light
Lent it by the brimming moon.

5 Without you I'd be an unleafed tree
Blasted in a bleakness with no Spring.

Your love is the weather of my being.
What is an island without the sea?

*linden: a type of flowering tree

Daniel Hoffman

2[7

| 2 | In both “Yours’ and ‘Scaffolding’, the speakers describe their feelings about the

strength of romantic relationships.

What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods the poets use to
present these feelings?
[8 marks]
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On Aging

When you see me sitting quietly,
Like a sack left on the shelf,

Don't think | need your chattering.
I'm listening to myself.

Hold! Stop! Don’t pity me!

Hold! Stop your sympathy!
Understanding if you got it,
Otherwise I'll do without it!

When my bones are stiff and aching,
And my feet won't climb the stair,

| will only ask one favor:

Don’t bring me no rocking chair.
When you see me walking, stumbling,
Don’t study and get it wrong.

‘Cause tired don’'t mean lazy

And every goodbye ain’t gone.

I'm the same person | was back then,
A little less hair, a little less chin,

A lot less lungs and much less wind.
But ain’t I lucky | can still breathe in.

Maya Angelou

In ‘On Aging’ how does the poet present the speaker’s attitudes to growing old?

[24 marks]
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Jessie Emily Schofield

| used to wash my grandmother’s hair,

When she was old and small

And walked with a frame

Like a learning child.

She would turn off her hearing aid

And bend into the water,

Holding the edge of the sink with long fingers;
| would pour warm cupfuls over her skull

And wonder what it could be like

In her deaf head with eighty years of life.
Hers was the softest hair | ever felt,

Wedding dress silk on a widow;

But there is a photo of her

Sitting swathed in hair

That | imagine chestnut from the black and white,
Long enough to sit on.

Her wet head felt delicate as a birdskull

Worn thin by waves of age,

As she stood bent.

My mother’s mother under my hands.

Judy Williams

In both ‘Jessie Emily Schofield’ and ‘On Aging’ the speakers describe their
attitudes to the effects of growing old.

What are the similarities and/or differences between the ways the poets present
these attitudes?

[8 marks]




image3.png
10

15

20

The Richest Poor Man in the Valley

On the outside

he seemed older than he was.
His face was like a weather map
full of bad weather

while inside

his heart was fat with sun.

With his two dogs

he cleared a thin silver path
across the Black Mountain.
And when winter

kicked in

they brought his sheep
down from the top

like sulky clouds.

Harry didn’t care for things

that other people prize

like money, houses, bank accounts
and lies.

He was living in a caravan

until the day he died.

But at his funeral
his friends’ tears
fell like a thousand
diamonds.

Lindsay Macrae

2]7].

In ‘The Richest Poor Man in the Valley’, how does the poet present ideas about living
a happy and contented life?

[24 marks]
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Nobody

If you can’t bring yourself to build
a snowman or even to clench
a snowball or two to fling
at the pine tree trunk, at least
5 find some reason to take you out

of yourself: scrape a patch of grass clear
for the birds maybe; prod at your shrubs
so they shake off the weight, straighten up;
or just stump about leaving prints

10 of your boots, your breath steaming out.

Promise. Don't let yourself in

for this moment again: the end

of the afternoon, drawing the curtains

on the glare of the garden, a whole
15 day of snow nobody’s trodden.

Michael Laskey

In both ‘Nobody’ and ‘The Richest Poor Man in the Valley’ the poets describe ideas
about how to live your life.

What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods the poets use to
present these ideas?
[8 marks]
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A London Thoroughfare*. 2 A.M.

They have watered the street,

It shines in the glare of lamps,

Cold, white lamps,

And lies

Like a slow-moving river,

Barred with silver and black.

Cabs go down it,

One,

And then another.

Between them | hear the shuffling of feet.
Tramps doze on the window-ledges,
Night-walkers pass along the sidewalks.
The city is squalid and sinister,

With the silver-barred street in the midst,
Slow-moving,

A river leading nowhere.

Opposite my window,

The moon cuts,

Clear and round,

Through the plum-coloured night.
She cannot light the city;

It is too bright.

It has white lamps,

And glitters coldly.

| stand in the window and watch the moon.
She is thin and lustreless,

But I love her.

| know the moon,

And this is an alien city.

*Thoroughfare: street

Amy Lowell

In ‘A London Thoroughfare. 2 A.M.” how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings
about the city at night?

[24 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]




