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Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson uses settings to create a disturbing and
threatening atmosphere.

Write about:

* how Stevenson uses settings in this extract

« how Stevenson uses settings to create a disturbing and threatening atmosphere in the
novel as a whole.

[30 marks]
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Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

Read the following extract from Chapter 6 (Remarkable Incident of Dr Lanyon) of
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, Utterson thinks about his friendship with Dr Jekyll and how it has changed.
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Time ran on; thousands of pounds were offered in reward, for the death of
Sir Danvers was resented as a public injury; but Mr. Hyde had disappeared out
of the ken of the police as though he had never existed. Much of his past was
unearthed, indeed, and all disreputable: tales came out of the man’s cruelty, at
once so callous and violent, of his vile life, of his strange associates, of the
hatred that seemed to have surrounded his career; but of his present
whereabouts, not a whisper. From the time he had left the house in Soho on the
morning of the murder, he was simply blotted out; and gradually, as time drew
on, Mr. Utterson began to recover from the hotness of his alarm, and to grow
more at quiet with himself. The death of Sir Danvers was, to his way of thinking,
more than paid for by the disappearance of Mr. Hyde. Now that that evil
influence had been withdrawn, a new life began for Dr. Jekyll. He came out of
his seclusion, renewed relations with his friends, became once more their familiar
guest and entertainer; and whilst he had always been known for charities, he
was now no less distinguished for religion. He was busy, he was much in the
open air, he did good; his face seemed to open and brighten, as if with an inward
consciousness of service; and for more than two months the doctor was at
peace.

On the 8th of January Utterson had dined at the doctor’s with a small party;
Lanyon had been there; and the face of the host had looked from one to the
other as in the old days when the trio were inseparable friends. On the 12th, and
again on the 14th, the door was shut against the lawyer. “The doctor was
confined to the house,” Poole said, “and saw no one.” On the 15th he tried
again, and was again refused; and having now been used for the last two months
to see his friend almost daily, he found this return of solitude to weigh upon his
spirits. The fifth night he had in Guest to dine with him; and the sixth he betook
himself to Dr. Lanyon’s.
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Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll as a mysterious
character.

Write about:

* how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll in this extract

« how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll as a mysterious character in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]
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Read the following extract from Chapter 1 (Story of the Door) of The Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, Mr Enfield tells Mr Utterson about his encounter with Mr Hyde.
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“Well, it was this way,” returned Mr. Enfield: “I was coming home from some
place at the end of the world, about three o’clock of a black winter morning, and
my way lay through a part of town where there was literally nothing to be seen
but lamps. Street after street, and all the folks asleep — street after street, all
lighted up as if for a procession and all as empty as a church —till at last | got
into that state of mind when a man listens and listens and begins to long for the
sight of a policeman. All at once | saw two figures: one a litle man who was
stumping along eastward at a good walk, and the other a girl of maybe eight or
ten, who was running as hard as she was able down a cross street. Well, sir, the
two ran into one another naturally enough at the corner; and then came the
horrible part of the thing; for the man trampled calmly over the child’s body and
left her screaming on the ground. It sounds nothing to hear, but it was hellish to
see. It wasn’t like a man; it was like some damned Juggernaut. | gave a view-
holloa, took to my heels, collared my gentleman, and brought him back to where
there was already quite a group about the screaming child. He was perfectly
cool, and made no resistance, but gave me one look so ugly that it brought out
the sweat on me like running. The people who had turned out were the girl’s
own family; and pretty soon, the doctor, for whom she had been sent, put in his
appearance. Well, the child was not much the worse, more frightened, according
to the Sawbones; and there you might have supposed would be an end to it. But
there was one curious circumstance. | had taken a loathing to my gentleman at
first sight. So had the child’s family, which was only natural. But the doctor's
case was what struck me. He was the usual cut-and-dry apothecary, of no
particular age and colour, with a strong Edinburgh accent, and about as
emotional as a bagpipe. Well, sir, he was like the rest of us; every time he
looked at my prisoner, | saw that Sawbones turn sick and white with the desire to
kill him. | knew what was in his mind, just as he knew what was in mine; and
killing being out of the question, we did the next best. We told the man we could
and would make such a scandal out of this as should make his name stink from
one end of London to the other. If he had any friends or any credit, we undertook
that he should lose them. And all the time, as we were pitching it in red-hot, we
were keeping the women off him as best we could, for they were as wild as
harpies. | never saw a circle of such hateful faces; and there was the man in the
middle, with a kind of black, sneering coolness — frightened, too, | could see that
— but carrying it off, sir, really like Satan.”
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Starting with this extract, explore how far Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as a threatening
and dangerous character.

Write about:

* how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde in this extract

« how far Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as threatening and dangerous in the novel as a
whole.

[30 marks]
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Read the following extract from Chapter 4 (The Carew Murder Case) of The Strange
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, Utterson and Inspector Newcomen have come to find Mr Hyde at his

lodging house after the murder of Sir Danvers Carew.
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It was by this time about nine in the morning, and the first fog of the season. A
great chocolate-coloured pall lowered over heaven, but the wind was continually
charging and routing these embattled vapours; so that as the cab crawled from
street to street, Mr. Utterson beheld a marvellous number of degrees and hues of
twilight; for here it would be dark like the back-end of evening; and there would
be a glow of a rich, lurid brown, like the light of some strange conflagration; and
here, for a moment, the fog would be quite broken up, and a haggard shaft of
daylight would glance in between the swirling wreaths. The dismal quarter of
Soho seen under these changing glimpses, with its muddy ways, and slatternly
passengers, and its lamps, which had never been extinguished or had been
kindled afresh to combat this mournful re-invasion of darkness, seemed, in the
lawyer’s eyes, like a district of some city in a nightmare.

The thoughts of his mind, besides, were of the gloomiest dye; and when he
glanced at the companion of his drive, he was conscious of some touch of that
terror of the law and the law’s officers which may at times assail the most honest.

As the cab drew up before the address indicated, the fog lifted a little, and
showed him a dingy street, a gin-palace, a low French eating-house, a shop for
the retail of penny numbers and twopenny salads, many ragged children huddled
in the doorways, and many women of many different nationalities passing out,
key in hand, to have a morning glass; and the next moment the fog settled down
again upon that part, as brown as umber, and cut him off from his blackguardly
surroundings. This was the home of Henry Jekyll's favourite; of a man who was
heir to a quarter of a million sterling.

Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson creates mystery and tension in The
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.

Write about:

* how Stevenson creates mystery and tension in this extract
« how Stevenson creates mystery and tension in the novel as a whole.

[30 marks]
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Read the following extract from Chapter 8 (The Last Night) of The Strange Case of
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract Poole, Jekyll's servant, talks with Utterson about events at Jekyll's house.
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“That's it!” said Poole. “It was this way. | came suddenly into the theatre from
the garden. It seems he had slipped out to look for this drug, or whatever it is; for
the cabinet door was open, and there he was at the far end of the room digging
among the crates. He looked up when | came in, gave a kind of cry, and whipped
upstairs into the cabinet. It was but for one minute that | saw him, but the hair
stood up on my head like quills. Sir, if that was my master, why had he a mask
upon his face? If it was my master, why did he cry out like a rat, and run from
me? | have served him long enough. And then ...”, the man paused and passed
his hand over his face.

“These are all very strange circumstances,” said Mr. Utterson, “but | think |
begin to see daylight. Your master, Poole, is plainly seized with one of those
maladies that both torture and deform the sufferer; hence, for aught | know, the
alteration of his voice; hence the mask and his avoidance of his friends; hence his
eagerness to find this drug, by means of which the poor soul retains some hope
of ultimate recovery — God grant that he be not deceived. There is my
explanation; it is sad enough, Poole, ay, and appalling to consider; but it is plain
and natural, hangs well together, and delivers us from all exorbitant alarms.”

“Sir,” said the butler, turning to a sort of mottled pallor, “that thing was not my
master, and there’s the truth. My master” — here he looked round him and began
to whisper — “is a tall, fine build of a man, and this was more of a dwarf.” Utterson
attempted to protest. “O sir,” cried Poole, “do you think | do not know my master
after twenty years? do you think | do not know where his head comes to in the
cabinet door, where | saw him every morning of my life? No, sir, that thing in the
mask was never Dr. Jekyll — God knows what it was, but it was never Dr. Jekyll;
and it is the belief of my heart that there was murder done.”

Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as an inhuman and
disturbing member of society.

Write about:

* how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde in this extract

* how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as an inhuman and disturbing member of society in
the novel as a whole.

[30 marks]
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Read the following extract from Chapter 10 (Henry Jekyll’s Full Statement of the Case) of
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, Jekyll describes his experience of taking the potion for the first time.

| knew myself, at the first breath of this new life, to be more wicked, tenfold
more wicked, sold a slave to my original evil; and the thought, in that moment,
braced and delighted me like wine. | stretched out my hands, exulting in the
freshness of these sensations; and in the act | was suddenly aware that | had

5 lost in stature.

There was no mirror, at that date, in my room; that which stands beside me as
| write was brought there later on, and for the very purpose of these
transformations. The night, however, was far gone into the morning — the
morning, black as it was, was nearly ripe for the conception of the day — the

10 inmates of my house were locked in the most rigorous hours of slumber; and |
determined, flushed as | was with hope and triumph, to venture in my new shape
as far as to my bedroom. | crossed the yard, wherein the constellations looked
down upon me, | could have thought, with wonder, the first creature of that sort
that their unsleeping vigilance had yet disclosed to them; | stole through the

15 corridors, a stranger in my own house; and, coming to my room, | saw for the first
time the appearance of Edward Hyde.

I must here speak by theory alone, saying not that which | know, but that
which | suppose to be most probable. The evil side of my nature, to which | had
now transferred the stamping efficacy, was less robust and less developed than

20 the good which | had just deposed. Again, in the course of my life, which had
been, after all, nine-tenths a life of effort, virtue, and control, it had been much
less exercised and much less exhausted. And hence, as | think, it came about
that Edward Hyde was so much smaller, slighter, and younger than Henry Jekyil.
Even as good shone upon the countenance of the one, evil was written broadly

25 and plainly on the face of the other. Evil besides (which | must still believe to be
the lethal side of man) had left on that body an imprint of deformity and decay.
And yet when | looked upon that ugly idol in the glass, | was conscious of no
repugnance, rather of a leap of welcome. This too, was myself. It seemed
natural and human. In my eyes it bore a livelier image of the spirit, it seemed

30 more express and single, than the imperfect and divided countenance | had been
hitherto accustomed to call mine. And in so far | was doubtless right. | have
observed that when | bore the semblance of Edward Hyde, none could come
near to me at first without a visible misgiving of the flesh. This, as | take it, was
because all human beings, as we meet them, are commingled out of good and

35 evil: and Edward Hyde, alone in the ranks of mankind, was pure evil.
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Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson presents ideas about good and evil in
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.

Write about:

* how Stevenson presents ideas about good and evil in this extract

« how Stevenson presents ideas about good and evil in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]
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Read the following extract from Chapter 8 (The Last Night) of The Strange Case of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, Utterson and Poole go to Dr. Jekyll's house because they are worried
about him.
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It was a wild, cold, seasonable night of March, with a pale moon, lying on her
back as though the wind had tilted her, and a flying wrack of the most
diaphanous and lawny texture. The wind made talking difficult, and flecked the
blood into the face. It seemed to have swept the streets unusually bare of
passengers, besides; for Mr. Utterson thought he had never seen that part of
London so deserted. He could have wished it otherwise; never in his life had he
been conscious of so sharp a wish to see and touch his fellow-creatures; for,
struggle as he might, there was borne in upon his mind a crushing anticipation of
calamity. The square, when they got there, was all full of wind and dust, and the
thin trees in the garden were lashing themselves along the railing. Poole, who
had kept all the way a pace or two ahead, now pulled up in the middle of the
pavement, and, in spite of the biting weather, took off his hat and mopped his
brow with a red pocket-handkerchief. But for all the hurry of his coming, these
were not the dews of exertion that he wiped away, but the moisture of some
strangling anguish; for his face was white, and his voice, when he spoke, harsh
and broken.

“Well, sir,” he said, “here we are, and God grant there be nothing wrong.”

“Amen, Poole,” said the lawyer.

Thereupon the servant knocked in a very guarded manner; the door was
opened on the chain; and a voice asked from within, “Is that you, Poole?”

“It's all right,” said Poole. “Open the door.”

The hall, when they entered it, was brightly lighted up; the fire was built high;
and about the hearth the whole of the servants, men and women, stood huddled
together like a flock of sheep. At the sight of Mr. Utterson, the housemaid broke
into hysterical whimpering; and the cook, crying out “Bless God! it's Mr.
Utterson,” ran forward as if to take him in her arms.

“What, what? Are you all here?” said the lawyer peevishly. “Very irregular,
very unseemly; your master would be far from pleased.”

“They're all afraid,” said Poole.





