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1. Introduce the novel and establish the focus of your essay

· The novel was published in 1843, a time of great social inequality and poverty. Through the Cratchit family, Dickens highlights the struggles of the poor whilst emphasising their dignity and resilience…

· The reason why Dickens felt it was important to highlight the struggles of the poor
[bookmark: _Hlk183598829]


2. Explore how Dickens presents the Cratchits’ gratitude despite their poverty

· In the extract, Dickens presents the Cratchits as a resourceful and loving family…

· Bob’s pride in the Christmas pudding: ‘Oh, a wonderful pudding!’
· The family’s unity and contentment: ‘Nobody said or thought it was at all a small pudding’
· The lack of material wealth contrasted with emotional richness: ‘a custard-cup without a handle’



3. Explore how the Cratchits highlight the struggles of the poor in Victorian society

· The struggles of the Cratchits reflect the harsh realities of poverty in Victorian England…

· Tiny Tim’s illness as a symbol of vulnerability: ‘Bob held his withered little hand in his’
· The Cratchit family’s hope despite their hardship: ‘A Merry Christmas to us all, my dears’



4. Make a link with Bob’s poor working conditions at Scrooge’s office

· An important moment in the novel that also highlights the struggles of the poor is in Stave One through the focus on Bob’s poor working conditions…

· The conditions that Bob stoically endures: ‘The clerk's fire was so very much smaller’
· How Bob is a representative of the exploited working class
· Why Dickens wanted to highlight the challenges faced by the working class



5. Make a link with Scrooge’s transformation at the end of the novel

· Scrooge’s generosity to the Cratchits at the end of the novel conveys Dickens’s hope that those with wealth and power would take greater responsibility for improving the lives of the poor.

· Scrooge’s generosity to the Cratchit family and the importance of it: ‘Tiny Tim, who did not die’
· Scrooge’s transformation as a call to action: ‘Scrooge was better than his word’
· Tiny Tim’s final line as an expression of the universal value of kindness: ‘God bless us every one!’
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Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Chapter 3 of A Christmas Carol and then answer
the question that follows.

In this extract, the Ghost of Christmas Present shows Scrooge the Cratchit family’s
Christmas celebrations.
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Oh, a wonderful pudding! Bob Cratchit said, and calmly too, that he
regarded it as the greatest success achieved by Mrs. Cratchit since their
‘marriage. Mrs. Cratchit said that now the weight was off her mind, she
would confess she had had her doubts about the quantity of flour.
Everybody had something to say about it, but nobody said or thought it
was at all a small pudding for a large family. It would have been flat
heresy to do so. Any Cratchit would have blushed to hint at such a thing.
Atlast the dinner was all done, the cloth was cleared, the hearth swept,
and the fire made up. The compound in the jug being tasted, and
considered perfect, apples and oranges were put upon the table, and a
shovel-full of chestnuts on the fire. Then all the Cratchit family drew
round the hearth, in what Bob Cratchit called a circle, meaning half a one;
and at Bob Cratchit's elbow stood the family display of glass. Two
tumblers, and a custard-cup without a handle.

‘These held the hot stuff from the jug, however, as well as golden goblets
would have done; and Bob served it out with beaming looks, while the
chestnuts on the fire sputtered and cracked noisily. Then Bob proposed:
“A Merry Christmas to us all, my dears. God bless us!"

Which all the family re-echoed.

“God bless us every one!” said Tiny Tim, the last of all.

He sat very close to his father's side upon his litle stool. Bob held his
withered litle hand in his, as if he loved the child, and wished to keep him
by his side, and dreaded that he might be taken from him.

Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens uses the Cratchit family to show the
struggles of the poor.

Write about:

« how Dickens presents the Cratchit family in this extract
« how Dickens uses the Cratchit family to show the struggles of the poor in the
novel as a whole.

[30 marks]





